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Figure 1 shows the number of tourist arrivals in Singapore and Thailand between 1996 and 
2009. 

 
Figure 1 

 
1. Compare the trends of tourist arrivals in Singapore and Thailand from 1996 to 2009.

           [4] 
 

2. Explain the yearly variations in the tourist arrivals in Singapore and Thailand from 
1996 to 2004.          [6] 
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Answer for Assignment 1, Global Tourism: 
 

1. Compare the trends of tourist arrivals in Singapore and Thailand from 1996 to 2009.
           [4] 

 

 There is a decline of tourist arrivals to Singapore in the period of 1996 to 1998, from 
7.3 million to 6.3 million. 

 In contrast, for the same period of 1996 to 1998, there is a slight include of tourist 
arrivals in Thailand, from 7.1 million to 7.8 million. 
 

 From 1998 to 2000, tourist arrivals in Singapore increased from 6.3 million to 7.5 
million. 

 This trend remains relatively constant in Singapore with slight fluctuations from year 
2000 to 2002. The tourist arrivals average around 7.5 million. 

 In contrast, from 1998 to 2002, there is a constant increase of tourist arrivals in 
Thailand, from 7.8 million to 10.8 million. 
 

 Both Singapore and Thailand suffered a decline in tourist arrivals in the year period 
of 2002 to 2003. There was a sharp decline from 7.5 million to 6.2 million in 
Singapore, and a slip drop from 10.8 million to 10 million in Thailand. 

 
 

2. Explain the yearly variations in the tourist arrivals in Singapore and Thailand from 
1996 to 2004.          [6] 

 

 The drop in tourist arrival in 1998 in Singapore is likely due to Asian Financial crisis. 
Majority of tourists to Singapore are from Asian countries due to close proximity. The 
Asian Financial crisis had affected the economies of these tourists generating 
countries; hence people will have less disposable income to spend on leisure travel. 

 Business travellers are also spent less for travelling, which contributes to the decline 
of tourist arrivals in Singapore from 1997 to 1998. 

 Although Thailand was affected by the Asian Financial Crisis too, it had a reverse 
effect on tourism industry. Its currency exchange became favourable against other 
currencies, like the Euros, making it attractive to tourists all over the world, 
particularly the regions that were not affected by this crisis. 

 Thailand also has several natural and cultural destinations like Phuket, a natural 
beach resort, which appeals to tourists. 
 

 The decline in tourist arrivals in both Thailand and Singapore in 2003 is likely due to 
the outbreak of SARS cases in Singapore and Thailand. 

 Tourist arrivals decline was due to the travel advisory warnings issued by several 
countries against travelling to Southeast Asia region. 
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